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For a limited time, American Laser Centers
has two very special offers. Get $250 off
any Laser Hair Removal package and/or
take advantage of a FREE AmeriSmooth
treatment with any AmeriSmooth package
purchase. AmeriSmooth is our patented,
non-invasive cellulite therapy system that
significantly reduces the appearance of
cellulite through safe, painless, and
effective treatments.

Call today for a free, no-obligation,
private consultation!

Take it off Get it free

877�252�4454 Three Locations in the Philadelphia Area www.americanlaser.com

FREE!
AmeriSmooth treatment with any
AmeriSmooth package purchase.

Offer valid August 1 – September 16, 2007.
May not be combined with any other offers.

$250 OFF!
Any Laser Hair Removal

package.
Offer valid August 1 – September 16, 2007.
May not be combined with any other offers.

Mattel target of lawsuit from local firm
The local law firm whose lawsuit prompted a recall of nearly 500,000 toys filed a class action suit against toymaker Mattel yesterday. Jeffrey Killino,
of Woloshin and Killino, is seeking to force Mattel to establish a fund to pay for children of concerned parents to be tested for lead poisoning. METRO
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WEST PHILADELPHIA. At the
corner of 50th and Balti-
more, a new bar brings
promise to the embattled
border of University City.

The Dock Street Brewery
and Restaurant, in the
works since 2005, opened
the doors to its historic
firehouse building yester-
day. Beyond the food and
custom-brewed beer, the
restaurant plans to be an
integral part of the sur-
rounding community.

“We chose this neighbor-
hood because there’s both
a political and social aware-
ness here, a mix of race,
creed and culture,” said
owner Rosemarie Certo.
“We want our business to
be a part of the health of
this community.” 

The location, according
to some, has become a
threat to the neighbor-
hood’s livelihood. The adja-
cent corners play host to a
bank, a health center and a
park, leaving the area a
desolate spot after regular

business hours.
“Without some business

that’s open and lively, that
corner just goes dark at
night,” said Dorothy

Berlind, a board member
of the University City Dis-
trict. “It becomes a danger-
ous and quiet place. So
when Dock Street wanted

to move in, we thought it
was perfect. There’ll be lots
of traffic late into the
evening, and the corner
will be lit up.”

The public support for
Dock Street has been
unwavering since early
stages, a phenomenon that
Berlind says is “unusual” in
the diverse neighborhood.

“I think everyone came
together. It just meets a
whole lot of needs for dif-
ferent people in the neigh-
borhood,” said Berlind,
adding her support despite
being a 67-year-old non-
beer drinker.

More than providing a

new neighborhood hang-
out and lightening up a
dangerous corner, Lewis
Wendell, executive direc-
tor of the UCD, is also
expecting it to spur more
economic development in
the area.

“The activity and inter-
est that [Dock Street] gen-
erates will act as a catalyst
for more and improved
business development
along the corridor,” said
Wendell.

A pub with a conscience
MIKE BENNER
mbenner@metro-philly.com

• The citizens of University City have a history of strained
relations with the colleges that give the area its name. Original-
ly a large group of neighborhoods that made up the
easternmost part of West Philadelphia, the area was dubbed
University City in the mid-1950s as a marketing tool by realtor
Urban Developers.
• Since then, many who hailed from the area have come to view
the term University City as synonymous with the gentrification
of their neighborhoods and have insisted on re-popularizing
historic names for distinct neighborhoods such as Cedar Park,
Walnut Hill and Powelton Village.
• Some have even referred to the University of Pennsylvania’s
constant expansion westward as “McPenntrification.”
• The median price of a house in University City was $147,179 in
2002 and $350,000 in 2005. METRO/MB

Changing community

Neighbors give unusual, unanimous approval to Dock Street establishment

Patrons enjoy the new Dock Street Brewery and Restaurant in Cedar Park. The bar brings a late-

night presence to the otherwise-dark-by-9 p.m. corner at 50th and Baltimore.
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