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Love | Julie A. Odland 
and Christopher J. 
Elbich 
 
By Dianna Marder 
Inquirer Columnist 
 

The joke in certain circles is that the 
Peace Corps is a terrific dating 
service, because the screening is so 
extensive and specific that you're 
sure to meet like-minded people. 
Alas, there are no definitive records 
on such mergers, but this is how 
Julie Odland and Chris Elbich met. 

In 2000, Julie, the daughter of a 
Lutheran pastor and a social worker, 
was assigned to work with girls in south-central Bulgaria, and Chris was in the mountains to 
the south. He hosted an American Thanksgiving for volunteers in his village, and she attended. 

Bulgaria being roughly the size of Pennsylvania but with less-efficient everything, the 70 miles 
between them called for a five-hour journey. Still, they managed to see each other often 
enough to fall in love. When their stints ended, Chris and Julie returned to this country as a 
couple. 

He found work he loves, as a park ranger at Independence Hall. 

"Being in Bulgaria," he says, "I gained a real sense of what it means to be an American... what 
it takes to build a democracy." 

Julie became managing editor of the 115-year-old journal Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science. 

They found a spiritual home at Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting on Mermaid Lane and a house in 
West Philadelphia, and on a trip to Bethany Beach, Del., Julie proposed. She wrote the words 
in the sand so Chris would see them when he emerged from the surf. 

To top it off, they decided to try to have children. 

"We thought it would take a little while," said Julie, surprised to find herself five months 
pregnant by her wedding day. 

They were married July 24 under the care of Chestnut Hill Meeting, which means the 
Clearness Committee helped the couple determine that they were sure about their decision to 
wed. And the Oversight Committee helped plan the reception. 

  
  

 I M A G E S   

 
JOHN COSTELLO / Inquirer 

The newlyweds hug the groom’s family after the wedding in the 
Friends Meeting House at Fourth and Arch Streets.   

  



The ceremony, conducted without an officiant, was at the Arch Street Friends Meeting House 
on Fourth Street, which is roomier than Chestnut Hill's. It is the same meetinghouse where, in 
the 1820s, Lucretia Mott rose to speak against slavery and war and on behalf of equality for 
women. 

Members of the Religious Society of Friends practice simplicity, so Julie and Chris arrived not 
in a limo but in Bucky, their 1998 Saturn with 77,000 miles on the odometer. Chris, 29, picked 
a tan suit from his closet, and his bride, 35, wore cornflower blue. In lieu of Limoges, they 
registered with the I Do Foundation and sought donations to Peace Brigades International or 
Doctors Without Borders. 

Elmer Odland told guests that when his daughter was in junior high and just beginning her 
spiritual search, she selected a particular line from Scripture. 

"And we found it scribbled on all kind of things around the house that shouldn't have been 
scribbled on." 

That line, he said, became and remains Julie's mantra: "Love is kind." 

 
If you are planning a wedding or commitment ceremony and would like it featured here, please contact 

staff writer Dianna Marder at 215-854-5702 or dmarder@phillynews.com. Read her recent work at 

http://go.philly.com/diannamarder.  
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